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  Kris Nelson


  
      Kris Nelson became Artistic Director/CEO of LIFT in 2018. He was Festival Director of Dublin Fringe Festival, Ireland’s largest multi-disciplinary arts festival, from 2013-2017, guiding hundreds of artists towards world premieres. He founded the Canadian performing arts touring agency, Antonym. From 2008-2013, Antonym secured tours and co-productions in over 45 cities on 4 continents for artists such as Theatre Replacement, Public Recordings and 2boys.tv. Kris initiated innovative curatorial platforms like PushOFF (Vancouver) and Spark (Montreal) connecting artists to international touring opportunities. Kris was Encounters Curator for Magnetic North Festival and has been a dramaturg for theatres across Canada.
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                                The Land Acknowledgement or As You Like It

                        
              5 – 9 Jun                         

  

                                    Cliff Cardinal aims to surprise and provoke with his Land Acknowledgement or As you Like It. 

Cultural provocateur Cliff Cardinal revisits Shakespeare’s timeless tale of mistaken identities, gentle ruses and banishment in this show that exults in difficult subject matter.

Dubbed "the Canadian arts surprise of the year" by The Globe and Mail, Cardinal's brilliant play, The Land Acknowledgement or As You Like It, offers you the unvarnished truth of the state of the reconciliation process between Indigenous communities and colonial settlers in Canada.  When the curtains rise, prepare for Shakespeare as you’ve never seen him before and likely never will again.


                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                Democracy From Where I Stand

                        
              8 Jun                         

  

                                    Presented by LIFT and The Financial Times
A night of rousing speeches, powerful poetry, films and performances. Asking the question: what does democracy look like from where you stand?
Democracy From Where I Stand promises an evening crackling with discussion and connection. Leading women from around our city and around the world sound out on the state of government, representation, rights and freedom. In a year where 62 countries vote in national elections - 49% of the world’s population - we’re reflecting on what democracy means. This event includes screenings of films by racy digital film series, developed in consultation with LIFT and featuring short new films by Margaret Atwood, Aditi Mittal, Elif Shafak and Lola Shoneyin. 

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                Bat Night Market

                        
              11 – 15 Jun                         

  

                                    A marketplace for the mind, an experience for the senses. Step outside your comfort zone and into a night market of the future.

Set in an imagined night market where bat species are extinct, Bat Night Market intersects performance, speculative design and science. We invite visitors to celebrate these enigmatic animals in an evening of discussions, games, tastings and sensory experiences. Bat Night Market is an international collaboration between designer UK artist Robert Charles Johnson and artist Kuang-Yi Ku, Taiwan/Netherlands. 

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                L’Homme Rare

                        
              12 – 13 Jun                         

  

                                    The issue of gender has always featured in Nadia Beugré’s work, but in L’Homme rare she tackles it head-on, questioning the attention paid to bodies and the qualities attributed to their movements. With innovative choreography and staging, Nadia brings perceptions of gender, and how we view and objectify bodies, into stark relief.

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                The Trials and Passions of Unfamous Women

                        
              14 – 22 Jun                         

  

                                    The Trials and Passions of Unfamous Women asks what is justice, and who has the power to decide? This bold and theatrical experience immerses us in the haze between the shared rituals of theatre and the halls of justice. A collaboration between LIFT, Brazilian theatremakers Janaina Leite and Lara Durarte, and Clean Break. This world premiere explores the theme that The Personal is Epic.

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                Bacchae: Prelude to a Purge

                        
              18 – 19 Jun                         

  

                                    A raucous and absurd carnival processes onstage to the sounds of Brazilian funk, clown antics, pop, and Ravel’s Boléro. In this wildly delirious work, Cape Verdean-born, Lisbon-based choreographer and performance artist Marlene Monteiro Freitas dares you to traverse the order and wild chaos of Euripides—and ultimately, the depths of the human psyche.

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                L’Animale

                        
              22 – 23 Jun                         

  

                                    Against the formidable backdrop of the Old Bailey's Grand Hall, Milan's Chiara Bersani transforms The Dying Swan into L'Animale. Pushing the boundaries of dance, L'Animale is an evocative exploration of the universal themes of loneliness and mortality, creating a unique, unrepeatable performance each time.

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                ECHO: Every Cold-Hearted Oxygen

                        
              13 – 27 Jul                         

  

                                    Iranian playwright Nassim Soleimanpour (White Rabbit Red Rabbit, NASSIM) and Italian Palestinian director Omar Elerian (NASSIM, Misty, two Palestinians go dogging) push the boundaries of his signature unrehearsed cold reads to the next level.

A new performer takes to the stage at every show without having a clue of what is going to be asked of them. Unrehearsed and unprepared, the script becomes their guide as they journey through the story of the playwright, connected live from his flat in Berlin? Or is he? Can we really know where or when we are?

ECHO asks us to confront what it feels like to be an immigrant in time. Fusing technology with the oldest tricks in the book, ECHO is an experiment in concept touring for the age of climate crisis: an ambitious, magical and uncompromising production where no one travels yet everybody can be present.

                
                                                
            


            
        

    


		        
		            




    
    
        

            
                            
                                    

            
            
            

                                Coney Workplace Boost

                        
              May to July                        

  

                                    This spring, LIFT has commissioned BAFTA award-winning interactive arts company Coney to design and deliver a series of playful workshops for workers in the City, supported by The City of London Corporation
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We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits.
You can visit "Customise” to edit your cookie consent preferences. Read our Cookie Policy.

If you accept “Essential only” some elements, like videos and maps by third parties, may not work.

By clicking “Accept All”, you consent to the use of all the cookies.
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                        Privacy Overview
                        
                            This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these cookies, the cookies that are categorised as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyse and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience.
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                            Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-advertisement	1 year	Set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin, this cookie records the user consent for the cookies in the "Advertisement" category.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	CookieLawInfoConsent	1 year	CookieYes sets this cookie to record the default button state of the corresponding category and the status of CCPA. It works only in coordination with the primary cookie.
	PHPSESSID	session	This cookie is native to PHP applications. The cookie stores and identifies a user's unique session ID to manage user sessions on the website. The cookie is a session cookie and will be deleted when all the browser windows are closed.
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.
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                            Functional cookies help to perform certain functionalities like sharing the content of the website on social media platforms, collect feedbacks, and other third-party features.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	__cf_bm	30 minutes	Cloudflare set the cookie to support Cloudflare Bot Management.
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                            Performance cookies are used to understand and analyse the key performance indexes of the website which helps in delivering a better user experience for the visitors.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	_gat	1 minute	Google Universal Analytics sets this cookie to restrain request rate and thus limit data collection on high-traffic sites.
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                            Analytical cookies are used to understand how visitors interact with the website. These cookies help provide information on metrics the number of visitors, bounce rate, traffic source, etc.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	_fbp	3 months	Facebook sets this cookie to display advertisements when either on Facebook or on a digital platform powered by Facebook advertising after visiting the website.
	_ga	1 year 1 month 4 days	Google Analytics sets this cookie to calculate visitor, session and campaign data and track site usage for the site's analytics report. The cookie stores information anonymously and assigns a randomly generated number to recognise unique visitors.
	_ga_*	1 year 1 month 4 days	Google Analytics sets this cookie to store and count page views.
	_gat_UA-*	1 minute	Google Analytics sets this cookie for user behaviour tracking.
	_gcl_au	3 months	Google Tag Manager sets the cookie to experiment advertisement efficiency of websites using their services.
	_gid	1 day	Google Analytics sets this cookie to store information on how visitors use a website while also creating an analytics report of the website's performance. Some of the collected data includes the number of visitors, their source, and the pages they visit anonymously.
	CONSENT	2 years	YouTube sets this cookie via embedded YouTube videos and registers anonymous statistical data.
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                            Advertisement cookies are used to provide visitors with relevant ads and marketing campaigns. These cookies track visitors across websites and collect information to provide customised ads.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	fr	3 months	Facebook sets this cookie to show relevant advertisements by tracking user behaviour across the web, on sites with Facebook pixel or Facebook social plugin.
	IDE	1 year 24 days	Google DoubleClick IDE cookies store information about how the user uses the website to present them with relevant ads according to the user profile.
	test_cookie	15 minutes	doubleclick.net sets this cookie to determine if the user's browser supports cookies.
	u2	1 month	The domain of the cookie is owned by Sizmek. This cookie is used for advertising purposes.
	VISITOR_INFO1_LIVE	5 months 27 days	YouTube sets this cookie to measure bandwidth, determining whether the user gets the new or old player interface.
	YSC	session	Youtube sets this cookie to track the views of embedded videos on Youtube pages.
	yt-remote-connected-devices	never	YouTube sets this cookie to store the user's video preferences using embedded YouTube videos.
	yt-remote-device-id	never	YouTube sets this cookie to store the user's video preferences using embedded YouTube videos.
	yt.innertube::nextId	never	YouTube sets this cookie to register a unique ID to store data on what videos from YouTube the user has seen.
	yt.innertube::requests	never	YouTube sets this cookie to register a unique ID to store data on what videos from YouTube the user has seen.
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                            Other uncategorised cookies are those that are being analysed and have not been classified into a category as yet.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	ActivityInfo2	1 month	Description is currently not available.
	CookieDetection	session	No description available.
	eyeblaster	past	Description is currently not available.
	SessionId	session	Description is currently not available.
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